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USCG sues Massachusetts in
anti-pollution bill squabble

protect its regulatory turf on

oil pollution at sea, the US
government has sued the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
to strike down a state-level oil
spill Bill enacted last summer in
response to a 2003 spill in
Buzzards Bay.

In a twist of American irony, the
Massachusetts lawsuit came only
eight days after legislators in the
New Jersey state assembly, stung
into action by last month’s Athos I
spill in the Delaware River,
introduced a Bill that would
supersede existing statutes and
make double hull tankers mandatory
in state waters from January 1,
2008.

I N A robust manoeuvre to

Example

Neither Massachusetts nor New
Jersey appear to have heeded the
example of Washington state, whose
effort to enforce state-level
legislation was defeated in the US
Supreme Court in 2000 after a legal
fight waged by the tanker industry.

The lawsuit against
Massachusetts, filed on Tuesday by
the US Department of Justice in the
federal court in the state, validates
the efforts of Intertanko and
American Waterways Operators to
nullify the state Bill. The suit names
the state, governor Mitt Romney and
the state Department of

Environmental Protection as
defendants.

The two trade associations had
stopped short of legal action
themselves, but were expected to sue
Massachusetts if the federal
government had not acted.

The US Coast Guard had barely

concealed its contempt for the
Massachusetts law. The
commandant, Admiral Thomas

Collins, had warned bluntly in a
letter to Governor Romney last
September about the “potential for
litigation”.

Gratification

Jonathan Benner, of law firm
Troutman Sanders, counsel for
Intertanko and AWO, expressed
“gratification” at the federal action
in Massachusetts.

Intertanko, meanwhile, said it
was “monitoring” New Jersey
developments, and added: “From the
outset, the proposed bill seems to
contradict federal requirements
under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990.”

The Massachusetts lawsuit
invokes the supremacy clause of the
US constitution, and asks the court
to issue a declaratory judgement
that asserts federal jurisdiction and
invalidates those aspects of the Bill
that conflict with federal law.

In particular, the lawsuit cites
provisions on safety equipment, tug
escorts, alcohol and drug testing of

crews, manning and watch standing,
vessel routing and pilotage. Federal
jurisdiction supersedes the state bill
in these areas, the lawsuit asserts.

The Massachusetts law was
inspired by an April 2003 incident in
Buzzards Bay, when a single-hulled
Bouchard Transportation barge
struck an underwater ledge and spilt
at least 55,000 gallons of fuel oil.
Bouchard agreed a record $10m fine
under an agreement with the US
Attorney’s office.

However, state lawmakers crafted
a Bill to address future incidents. It
doubled the daily fine for oil spills to
$50,000 and set civil penalties for
repeat offenders of up to $2m, while
offering incentives for double-hulled
tonnage.

Fines

The industry’s opposition to the
Bill had two prongs. While not
disputing Massachusetts’ right to
impose financial penalties of its
choice, the industry felt these heftier
fines would have no incremental
effect on safety.

However, on issues such as tug
escorts, the industry asserted that
Massachusetts could act only if the
Coast Guard had not assumed
jurisdiction in the area, which the
agency had done in the state.

Rajesh Joshi
Lloyd’'s List Correspondent
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Summary of Major Cases in this week’s issue of Lloyd’s Casualty Week

fishing

DWT

3,063

1,497

14,092

2,510

1,829

2,362

Casualty

Sent distress signal in 33 55 N 19 00 E after
reporting water entering No 1 hold 04 Jan
2005. Still no contact 12 Jan.

In collision with inland tanker Monika in dense
fog at Km 754, River Rhine, near Kaiserwerth,
Dusseldorf area, 12 Nov 2004. Severe bow
damage and main engine and gearbox
damage. Drydocked at Hansweert. Sailed

Jan 7.

Sank at Montgomery Dam, Ohio River, Jan 9
while pushing six coal barges. Only pilot house
above water. 6 of the 10 crew rescued. To be
raised.

Had explosion in engine-room in lat 02 40S,
long 107 12E, prev Jan 7. Taken in tow by tug,
arrived Singapore Eastern Working Anchorage
Jan 12.

Grounded N of Haugesund Jan 10. Refloated
by own means and continued but holed and
took water. Engine stopped. Towed to quay in
Haugesund and drydocked. Heavy water
damage in engine-room.

Lost power off Hervey Bay, Queensland,

Jan 12. Began taking on water. Helicopter put
pump on board. Towed back to Hervey Bay by
another trawler.

Had electrical fire in engine-room about 130
nautical miles E of Nantucket, Mass, Jan 11.
Crew extinguished fire. Reported Jan 12 under
tow for New Bedford, Mass.

Touched bottom in East River, north of
Roosevelt Island, 07 Jan 2005 while in tow of
tug Lucy Reinauer. No 1 port cargo tank was
punctured and a quantity of its cargo of home-
heating oil was spilled.

Understood to have run aground on
Lighthouse Reef, Belize, and crew abandoning
in lat 17 24N, long 87 28W, Jan 7. Fuel being
removed prior to refloating. Still aground

Jan 12.

Had engine problems in lat 52 40.5N, long 03
38.7E, Jan 7. Towed to Rotterdam same day.
Sailed 10 Jan.

(i)
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AL SAMIDOON (Kuwait)

London, Jan 6 — Crude oil tanker Al
Samidoon transitted the Suez Canal,
southbound, on Dec 31, on passage Sidi
Kerir for an unknown destination.

ALBENNY (Norway)

Trondheim, Jan 11 — Owner of
general cargo Albenny informs repairs
are still being carried out, on and off, at
Lysoysund. Time of completion still not
known. — Lloyd’s Agents.

ALESSIA (Switzerland)

Montreal, Jan 11 — General cargo
Alessia, loss of starboard anchor and
chain off Quebec: The area is so deep
and difficult to work in, generally the
anchors and chains are not recovered.
It is understood this is the case here
because the vessel continued. The
vessel is now out of Canadian waters.
— Lloyd’s Agents.

ALEXANDROS (Panama)

London, Jan 11 — Following received
from A&S Shipping Lines SA, Panama,
dated Jan 10: General cargo Alexandros
(1623 gt, built 1970) sailed Agaba at
0415, Dec 28, for Sfax loaded with
2,800 tonnes of potash in bulk. Vessel
cleared Suez Canal northbound at
2116, Dec 30. We have not heard from
the vessel since the last communication
received at 2134, Jan 4, when the
master advised there were injured
crewmen and water coming into No 1
hold. On Jan 5 we received a message
from United States Coast Guard in
Norfolk, Va, informing us that they
received a distress signal from the
vessel giving a position of lat 33 55N,
long 19 OOE, the last known position,
which is near the Libyan coast. We
have lost all contact with it and
contacted Malta MRCC and the Libyan
rescue station, who advised that, up
until this time, there was no sign of the
vessel. Alexandros had only 12
crewmen on board, 10 from Egypt, one
Bulgarian and one Sri Lankan.
Assistance is requested to search for
the vessel and circulate Emergency
Alert to vessels in the vicinity.

London, Jan 11 — Following received
from A&S Shipping, Panama, dated
today: Contact with general cargo
Alexandros has still not been re-
established. Malta MRCC have
continued to search but their efforts
have been unsuccessful to date.

London, Jan 12 — Following received
from A&S Shipping, Panama, dated
today: General cargo Alexandros: The
master of the vessel reported at 1226,
Jan 4, that vessel encountered heavy
weather, winds south-westerly, force 8-
9 (gale-strong gale), causing removal of
the tarpaulins of the hatch cover and
resulting in water ingress into holds.
Two crew members were injured in
their efforts to re-install the tarpaulins.

Up until 1200, Jordanian time, today,
there is still no news of the vessel.

ALGOWOOD (Canada)

London, Jan 6 — Bulk Algowood
(22558 gt, built 1981), cargo coke, lost
its port anchor while anchoring in 25-
knot north-easterly winds in Prince
Edward Bay, Lake Ontario, lat 43 58
30N, long 76 54 15W, at 0230, EST, Dec
23.

ALIANCA SAO PAULO (Liberia)

Cuxhaven, Jan 7 — Tugs Oceanic,
Parat, TOW 3,Wolf, Bugsier 12 and
Bugsier 21 started to tow c.c. Alianca
Sao Paulo around 1600, yesterday.
Vessel was afloat at 1635 and sailed
with tug-escort to Hamburg. —
Correspondent.

Hamburg, Jan 7 — C.c. Alianca Sao
Paulo, Rotterdam for Hamburg, ran
aground off Scharhornriff, in the mouth
of the River Elbe, yesterday morning.
As at the time there was almost high
tide tug assistance was urgently
required. The first refloating attempt
using a tug and a rescue vessel failed.
At approximately 1700 hrs the vessel
was refloated with the assistance of at
least three tugs. — Lloyd's Agents.

Maassluis, Jan 8 — C.c. Alianca Sao
Paulo arrived Hamburg at 0015, Jan 7,
from Rotterdam — Lloyd’s Sub-agents.

London, Jan 11 — A Cesam report,
timed 1659, Jan 10, states: C.c. Alianca
Sao Paulo was refloated under contract
Hamburg Form signed with salvors
Bugsier. At the time of the grounding,
the ship was carrying approximately
1,000 containers loaded in Brazilian
ports, of which around 50 are intended
for Le Havre. The ship sustained
damage requiring 19 days of repair and
was declared in General Average. The
provisional rate of contribution was
fixed at 5%.

Hamburg, Jan 13 — C.c. Alianca Sao
Paulo is still in dock for repairs at
Blohm & Voss, Hamburg. Repairs are
expected to be finalised Jan 21.
Thereafter vessel is to continue its
intended voyage to South America. —
Lloyd’s Agents.

ALMUDAINA (Madeira)

London, Jan 7 — A press report, dated
today, states: Keppel Shipyard and one
of its safety officers were charged in
court yesterday for crude oil tanker
Almudaina blaze last May that killed
seven workers. The Ministry of
Manpower (MOM) brought two charges
against the shipyard, owned by
mainboard-listed Keppel Corp, and its
safety officer Lim Yee Chien, 36, for
contravening the Factories
(shipbuilding and ship- repairing)
Regulations. The company faces a fine
of up to $205,000 on the two charges,
while Lim faces a maximum fine of
$200,000 and up to one year in jail. No
plea was taken after the charges were
read out to Lim and the company
representative, Mr Chin Sze Kiong, 28,
the shipyard’s safety manager. On May
29 last year, two Malaysian and five
Indian workers died after flammable oil
sludge at the bottom of the tank caught
fire inside one of the compartments of
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the Spanish-owned vessel, which is
registered in Portugal. Yesterday, the
shipyard was charged with failing to
ensure that the tank was properly
cleaned to eliminate the presence of
crude oil sludge before ‘hot work’ -
which involves sparks or exposed
flames - was carried out in the tank. It
was also charged with failing to provide
sketches showing the exact locations
where the hot work was to be carried
out when it applied for a permit to
carry out such work. Lim, the safety
assessor, was charged with failing to
make a proper inspection and
assessment of the area, at which the
hot work was to be carried out, to
ensure there were no hazards. It was
alleged that when he inspected the
tank where the hot work was to be
done, he had failed to ensure that it
was adequately cleaned of crude oil
sludge before endorsing the permit.
Senior Counsel Steven Chong, who is
representing the shipyard and Lim,
asked for a six-week adjournment to
make representations to MOM. He
said MOM had not indicated when it
will disclose the report of its
investigations into the flash fire.
MOM prosecutor Toh Tuck Yan told
the court that the report was not
ready to be disclosed and he needed to
seek clearance from the Attorney-
General’s Chambers. The prosecution
asked for bail for Lim to be set at
$50,000, citing the maximum
punishment and that seven lives were
lost, but the senior counsel said there
was no basis for this. Magistrate
Gilbert Low did not impose bail on
Lim but ordered his passport to be
impounded. The case will be
mentioned again on Feb 17.

AMORGOS (Greece)

London, Jan 12 — A press report,
dated today, states: Taiwan has
suffered a big defeat in a high-profile
international lawsuit, with a
Norwegian court yesterday ruling that
no damages would be awarded for
ecological destruction caused by an oil
spill near Kenting in 2001. The ruling
said Taiwan will receive only NT$9.53
million (US$295,000) for miscellaneous
fees relating to environmental
monitoring in 2001 and 2002. The court
declared that no money would be
awarded for ecological restoration. The
judgement said that bad weather in the
ecological reserve could not guarantee
the success of a proposal by Taiwan to
transplant or grow new colonies of
coral in Lungkeng, which bore the
brunt of the oil spill from bulk carrier
Amorgos off Kenting. The judgment
also said Taiwan would share legal
costs of nearly NT$16.9 million. “We
are very sorry about the result. They
did not consider the evidence provided
by Taiwanese experts,” Leu Horng-
guang, director-general of the
Environmental Protection
Administration’s (EPA) Bureau of
Water Quality Protection, told a press
conference yesterday. A Norway-based
insurance company representing the
vessel’'s owner, Assuranceforeningen
Gard (Gjensidig), paid out NT$61
million for the cleanup in Lungkeng,

NT$1.8 million for forest restoration,
NT$84.7 million for removal of part of
the wrecked ship and NT$123 million
to local fishermen. But the government
demanded more compensation for
losses incurred by the fishing and
tourism industries, as well as lost
government revenue and the damage to
the local ecology. Officials estimated
that the government might receive an
additional NT$350 million. The court
heard the case in early November. Five
representatives for the plaintiff,
including lawyers and ecological
experts from Kenting National Park
Headquarters and the National
Museum of Marine Biology and
Aquarium, appeared in court in
Arendal, Norway, to explain how the
spill had hurt the area. According to
museum biologist Fan Tung-yung, a
new investigation of ecological losses
resulting from the spill had shown that
the percentage of coral coverage in
affected areas had fallen from 80% to
30%. EPA officials said yesterday that
the value of coral reefs in the tropics
had not been fully recognised by the
court. “Taiwan needs to seek more
professional assistance from the
international community to highlight
the value of coral reefs,” Leu said. Leu
said that the full 65-page judgment will
arrive next week and that the
government had one month to file an
appeal.

AN HUA JIANG (China)

Zeebrugge, Jan 7 — General cargo An
Hua Jiang arrived Flushing 1315, Jan
7, from Antwerp. — Lloyd’'s Sub-agents.

Maassluis, Jan 10 — General cargo
An Hua Jiang is still in port at
Flushing. — Lloyd’s Sub-agents.

ANDES (Greece)

London, Jan 6 — following received
from the managers of product tanker
Andes, dated today: Andes, which was
in contact with a marker buoy while
under pilotage on the River Mississippi
Jan 4, has received clearance from the
United States Coast Guard and its
classification society and is currently
continuing a routine discharge
operation, which is expected to be
completed pm today. On completion of
discharge, the vessel will prepare for
permanent repairs that will take place
afloat. In addition, it is felt prudent to
carry out a diver inspection to be
absolutely sure that no other damage
was sustained at the time of impact.
Once repaired, the vessel will resume
normal trading.

ANGLIAN EARL (Barbados)

Falmouth, Jan 5 — Anchor handling
tug/supply Anglian Earl is still in port
at Falmouth under repair. — Lloyd’s
Agents.

ANJA FUNK (Antigua & Barbuda)
See Baumwall.

ANNTORO (Norway)

Trondheim, Jan 11 — Kvernhusvik
Shipyard, at Hitra, inform there is still
no decision regarding possible repairs
to general cargo Anntoro. — Lloyd’s
Agents.

APL ENGLAND (Singapore)

London, Jan 10 — C.c. APL England
(65792 g¢gt, built 2001) arrived
Vancouver Harbour, British Columbia,
0750, Jan 5, from Seattle. At 0405,
PST, Jan 6, the vessel sustained a
puncture in the forward double bottom
tank in way of No.4 hold, when a 40ft
container separated from its gantry
and fell on the tank top.

London, Jan 13 — C.c. APL England
sailed Vancouver Jan 9.

ARKTIKA (Russia)

Busan, Jan 12 — Permanent repairs
to fishing Arktika are being carried out
at Busan, but the expected date of
completion is unknown at the present.
— Lloyd’s Sub-agents.

ATHOS I (Cyprus)

London, Jan 11 — A United States
Coast Guard press report, dated
Philadelphia Jan 10, states: Crude oil
tanker Athos I: Latest Updates: Over
1,500 responders are working in the
command centre and along the
Delaware River and 100 vessels are
deployed in the response effort. Some
64,796 gallons of oil and oily liquid and
1,817 gallons of submerged oil have
been recovered, and 6,699 tons of oily
solids (cleanup materials and oil) have
been collected. Forty-nine percent of
the impacted shoreline has been
grossly decontaminated. Thirty-six
facilities have been grossly
decontaminated with eight currently
being decontaminated. Experts report
228 birds have been released and 172
birds are reported deceased. Oil has
affected approximately 57 miles of
shoreline from the Tacony-Palmyra
Bridge to south of the Smyrna River in
Delaware, mainly light patches of oil
and a very light sheen.

Mobile, Jan 11 — Crude oil tanker
Athos | is currently drydocked at
Atlantic Marine and will sail sometime
later this week. — Lloyd’s Agents.

Mobile, Jan 12 — Crude oil tanker
Athos | is now on dry dock. Repairs
estimated to complete around Jan 17.
— Lloyd’s Agents.

ATLANTIS CHARM (Cyprus)

London, Jan 10 — Tsavliris salvage
company rescued bulk/c.c. Atlantis
Charm, laden with fertiliser,
immobilised due to a main engine
failure approximately 680 miles north-
west of the Cape Verde islands in late
October. It was delivered safely to Las
Palmas by tug Leopard after a 10-day
tow.

AURORA (U.K.)

London, Jan 12 — Engine problems on
P&O’s passenger Aurora (76152 gt,
built 2000) have delayed the start of a
104-day “Grand Voyage”. The vessel set
sail from Southampton on Sunday (Jan
9), only to drop anchor on the far side
of the Isle of Wight. If problems with
the propulsion system can be resolved
then Aurora will finally set sail on a
reduced voyage today. A spokesman
said that following repair work and
initial tests undertaken on Monday it
was necessary to prove the durability of
the repairs through further testing at
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sea. Aurora therefore underwent tests
yesterday. “Once testing has been
completed P&O will be in a position to
advise passengers of the necessary
amendments to the forthcoming cruise
itinerary. Passengers have been kept
fully informed of the progress of the
work and they are being invited to
continue enjoying their stay on board
on a complimentary basis. Drinks are
being offered at dinner and at the bar
free of charge.”

London, Jan 12 — A press report,
dated today, states: Passenger Aurora
is still conducting sea trials off the Isle
of Wight after technical problems with
a propeller delayed a world cruise and
the luxury vessel will continue to circle
the island until lunchtime today. A
spokeswoman for P&O said the ship
needed to undergo sea trials for at least
24 hours. The company says a new
start date for the voyage has not yet
been confirmed. Passengers have been
allowed to remain on board while the
repairs and sea trial are being carried
out.

London, Jan 13 — A press report,
dated Jan 12, states: Passenger Aurora
will not sail until next Tuesday (Jan 18)
because experts cannot fix its motor
immediately, but passengers can stay
on board if they want, P&O Cruises
said tonight. In a statement, the
company apologised to the 1,752
passengers on the vessel docked at
Southampton and promised
compensation for the delay and any
curtailing of their round the world trip
which was due to take 104 days.
Engineers will now fix the problem
after saying they think they have found
the cause of the broken motor.

BAHLAWAN (Syria)

Aleppo, Jan 13 — Our Lattakia office
has reported that general cargo
Bahlawan has been bought by Mr.
Azam Makhlouf and was towed from
stranding spot to Lattakia port basin
and berthed near the port breakwater.
Trying to contact the new owner after
obtaining his address to learn whether
he will repair the vessel or break it into
scrap. — Lloyd’s Agents.

BALUEIRO TERCERO

Suva, Jan 12 — The situation of
fishing Balueiro Tercero remains same
as reported earlier, the vessel is still
stranded on the reef. No attempt has
been made to refloat it. — Lloyd’s
Agents.

BARGE BREAKAWAYS, OHIO
RIVER, UNITED STATES

London, Jan 7 — A press report, dated
today, states: At least 27 coal barges
were loose on the Ohio River yesterday
following three days of rain that
swelled the waterway. Sixteen broke
free from an American Electric power
plant along the Ohio River in Brilliant,
Ohio. The U.S. Coast Guard in
Pittsburgh says tugs were able to rein
in three of those barges and push
another onto the banks of the river
before the remaining 12 reached the
Pike Island Dam about 10 miles
downriver. Eight barges got hung up
along the lock system, but another four

went over the overflow dam and drifted
toward Wheeling. Nine other barges
broke away from a tug leaving the lock
at Belleville in southern Wood County
yesterday morning. Two crew members
were able to avoid injury by moving
from the detached barges to secured
ones. Three of the barges sank, three
were secured down river and three
floating along the dam were recovered
yesterday evening. Lock Master Dan
Marcinko says the Belleville Locks and
Dam will remain closed until dawn. In
a separate incident, two barges broke
free in Pittsburgh and floated about 10
miles before striking a CSX Bridge.

London, Jan 7 — A press report, dated
today, states: Barges lost from tug Jon
J.Strong (462 gt, built 1965) leaving
the locking chamber of the Belleville
Locks and Dam yesterday shut down
Ohio River traffic. Cleanup was
expected to continue into today, said
officials. No injuries occurred during
the 0845 hrs incident and the dam is
believed to have sustained only minor
structural damages, said Chad Diddle,
lockman. “This could have become a
real problem, but the barges did not hit
head-on into the dam,” he said.
“Instead the sides of the barge hit. At
this point we can only assess the
damage visibly and things are fine.”
The tug, owned by B & H Towing Co.,
Paducah, Ky., was heading north and
through the chamber when strong
currents sent 9 of its 12 barges loose in
different directions. Three of the barges
went down river and were secured,
Diddle said. Three of the barges sank
under the tainter gates of the dam and
spilled the load of iron ingots and coal
to the bottom of the Ohio River. The
other three were up against the dam
pier houses waiting to be retrieved.
One of the sunken barges caught under
the gate of the locking chamber forcing
it to stay open, he said. Both locks have
been shut to traffic until the area is
cleaned up. Owners of the boat were to
arrive at the dam in Wood County to
inspect the situation and their
property, he said. A formal inspection of
the locks and dam will be completed as
well, probably once the high water has
subsided, Diddle said. Three bridges in
the Wheeling area were shut down
after several barges broke loose in that
area on the Ohio River. One barge hit a
pier on the Fort Henry Bridge on
Interstate 70 but the span did not
appear to be damaged, said Lou Vargo,
deputy director of Ohio County
Emergency Services. The barges were
later secured. Lt. Mike Anderson with
the U.S. Coast Guard in Pittsburgh
said 16 barges broke loose from
American Electric Power Co.’s Cardinal
plant in Brilliant, Ohio, yesterday
morning, probably because of high
water. The river is expected to crest
tomorrow at 45 feet at the Belleville
Dam, Diddle said.

London, Jan 11 — A press report,
dated today, states: Salvage workers
have started preparations to free four
coal barges that became trapped
against a dam on the rain-swollen Ohio
River after they broke loose from a tug
in Wood County. Chuck Minsker is a
spokesman for the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers in Huntington. He says that
if the barges are not removed from the
Belleville Locks and Dam within five to
nine days, traffic on the river could
come to a halt. Minsker says the dams
can not be closed until the barges are
out of there. The barges were among
nine that broke loose from a tug on
Thursday during heavy rain and
flooding. Workers moved equipment to
the site yesterday afternoon and are
expected to begin salvage operations
this morning. Corps officials do not
believe the dam was damaged. Gov.
Wise declared a state of emergency for
12 northern counties last week. The
declaration allowed him to activate
more than 600 National Guard troops
to help residents and businesses clean
up debris. Damage estimates are not
yet available.

London, Jan 12 — A press report,
dated today, states: Ohio Valley power
plants could soon find their coal
stockpiles dwindling if salvage crews
have trouble removing four barges
blocking five of Belleville Lock and
Dam’s eight dam gates. Work began at
the Ohio River navigation complex
yesterday afternoon, when tug James
Garrett pushed a crane barge to the
downriver base of the dam structure,
and crew members began attaching
cables and chains to a partially
submerged barge blocking a gate near
the West Virginia shore. Two other
crane-equipped tows had arrived at the
scene, and were moored to the lock
chamber on the Ohio side of the river.
The US Army Corps of Engineers
closed the normally bustling lock
complex to river traffic as a safety
precaution while salvage work
proceeds. But corps officials and
towboat operators are more concerned
about the ramifications of possibly
losing the navigation pool between
Belleville Locks and Willow Island
Locks and Dam within five days if the
barges cannot be freed from the gates.
While high water has been responsible
for Belleville’'s woes during the past
week, low water is now becoming a
major concern due to Belleville’s
inability to close most of its dam gates.
The 33-mile-long navigation pool
between Belleville and Willow Island
yesterday morning had dropped 6
inches below its normal level of 12 feet.
Corps officials yesterday afternoon
closed the three functional gates at the
dam and raised the level of the pool
back to 12.6 feet in an effort to
maintain the pool during salvage
operations. But salvage operators said
they needed the water level to drop in
order to proceed, according to Peggy
Noel, spokeswoman for the corps’
Huntington District. “They were
initially hoping to pull the barges out,
but it looks like that won't be the case,
and they will have to do some cutting,”
she said. “A cutting barge from
Louisville is on the way, and work will
be proceeding on a 24-hour-a-day
basis.” In a worst-case scenario, water
in the pool would drop to a free flowing
state, possibly as soon as five to nine
days. “What they told me was that if
the river’s natural channel holds
enough water, a really good tow person
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could be able to navigate it,” Noel said.
But whether heavy tows of coal could
navigate the stretch of river if the pool
falls below 9 feet, the current minimum
depth for navigation, remains to be
seen. “The power plants along the river
could have some major supply
problems,” said Noel. Allegheny Energy
Supply’s Pleasants Power Station and
American Municipal Power’s Gorsuch
Generating Station are along the
stretch of the Ohio between Belleville
and Willow Island. So are a number of
petrochemical plants, including
Chevron Chemical, Marathon Ashland
Petroleum, Shell Chemical and GE
Plastics. Many power plants have
moved toward a just-in-time delivery
mode of coal supply, relying less on
large stockpiles of coal and more on
regular coal deliveries from barges.
While Belleville Locks and Dam is
closed to general river traffic, some
tows bearing what is considered
“critical needs” cargoes are being
locked through. Those lockages are
decided on a case-by-case basis by the
Industry Traffic Control Centre, made
up of representatives from inland
waterway shippers, the Corps of
Engineers and the U.S. Coast Guard.
“We can still lock vessels through
Belleville, but we want to keep traffic
to a minimum when salvage work is in
progress,” said Noel. In addition to
jeopardizing coal shipments to power
plants, loss of the Belleville pool could
also jeopardize municipal and
industrial water supply intakes and
treatment plants, and possibly cause
slides along river banks. Belleville’'s
woes began on Jan 6, when six barges
broke loose from a tow being powered
by tug Jon J.Strong just after it passed
through the locks and headed upstream
in high water from upstream flooding.
One barge passed through the dam
safely, one is floating on the upstream
side of the dam, and four barges sank
or partially sank, blocking five of the
dam’s eight gates.

BAUMWALL (Gibraltar)

Hamburg, Jan 10 — Ro/ro Baumwall
(3999 gt, built 1995) struck a lock gate
in the Kiel Canal Jan 9. Damage to the
lock is estimated at Euros 4-500,000.
The extent of damage to the vessel is
unknown. — Lloyd’'s Agents. (Note —
Baumwall sailed Amsterdam 0355, Jan
8 for Helsinki.)

Hamburg, Jan 11 — Ro/ro Baumwall,
coming from the North Sea, struck the
centre lock side wall due to trouble
with its controllable-pitch propeller, the
vessel bounced back and struck and
damaged the stern of general cargo
Anja Funk (2488, gt, built 1971), which
had already moored in the lock.
Thereafter Baumwall passed by Anja
Funk and rammed the lock gate. The
examinations carried out by harbour
police revealed damage/malfunction of
the controllable-pitch propeller which
was repaired on Jan 9. For
examination purpose both vessels had
moored at the Navy Dolphins in
Brunsbuttel inner harbour. In the
afternoon both vessels were able to
continue their voyages: Baumwall for
Helsinki and Anja Funk for

Ornskoldsvik. — Lloyd’'s Agents. (Note
— Anja Funk had sailed Rotterdam
2200, Jan 7 for Ornskoldsvik.)

BBC CHINA (Antigua & Barbuda)

London, Jan 10 — A Salvage team
from Smit recently completed the
partial wreck removal of general cargo
BBC China. The vessel sustained
heavy damage in a grounding on South
Africa’'s Wild Coast. Damage was
extensive and refloating was ruled out
at a very early stage. BBC China
grounded on Oct 16 while on passage
from Port of Spain to Durban. The
grounding site, Port Grosvenor, about
110 miles south of Durban, is in a
remote and almost inaccessible area.
BBC China came to rest on a steep,
rocky shelf and was declared a
constructive total loss in late October.
Working under a Lloyd’'s Form, with
Scopic invoked, Smit's team began by
removing around 70 tonnes of heavy fuel
oil and about the same amount of gasoil
and lubricating oils. They then started
to remove the containerised hazardous
cargo by means of a heavy lift helicopter
mobilised from Cape Town, transporting
it to a reception area ashore. The South
African authorities approved the plan
for partial wreck removal. This involved
the removal of BBC China’s
accommodation, cranes and other deck
equipment, in order to reduce visual
intrusion. Using a controlled explosion,
the vessel’s engine-room and tanks were
then opened to the sea. With all
pollutants and hazardous materials
removed, the remains of this vessel will
be allowed to disintegrate over time. A
feature of this operation, completed on
Dec 1, was the development of a detailed
Environmental Impact Assessment.
Special consideration was given to the
use of explosives due to the large
population of dolphins, together with
humpback whales making their way
south on migration. The environmental
patrol aircraft Kuswag 8 flew repeated
patrols over the area, including a
mission to ensure the absence of whales
and dolphins in the vicinity of the
casualty when the controlled explosion
opened it to the sea.

BRAVE ZHEJIANG (Panama)
See “Netherlands “ under “Port State
Control.”

BUNGA MAS TUJUH (Malaysia)

Moji, Jan 11 — C.c. Bunga Mas Tujuh
arrived Moji Jan 7 from Dalian and
sailed same day for Osaka. — Lloyd’s
Agents. (Note — Bunga Mas Tujuh
subsequently arrived Oaska Jan 8 and
sailed Jan 9, arriving Kobe Jan 9 and
sailing Jan 9 for Xingang.)

CAPE SYROS (Cyprus)

Cadiz, Jan 13 — General cargo Cape
Syros is still under repairs at Cadiz in
the 1ZAR Cadiz Shipyards. The works
will last at least a couple of weeks,
according to surveyors. — Lloyd’s
Agents.

CCNI CHAGRES (Liberia)

Vigo, Jan 10 — Bulk/c.c. CCNI
Chagres (28148 gt, built 1998) is
reported to have proceeded to Vigo to

check, during its normal commercial
call, the condition and whereabouts of
approximately 30 containers damaged
by heavy weather on passage which
may have affected reefer connections.
Surveyors attending. — Lloyd’s Agents.
(Note — CCNI Chagres, from Chile
ports, passed Panama Canal Dec 28,
with ETA Bilbao today.)

Vigo, Jan 11 — Bulk/c.c. CCNI
Chagres: Following survey of
containers at Vigo after heavy weather,
temperatures seemingly correct and
outwardly no damage signs. Vessel
sailed 1845, Jan 10 to next destination
Bilbao. — Lloyd’s Agents.

CHIH CHING NO.2 (Taiwan)

Suva, Jan 12 — After completion of
repairs at slip-way, fishing Chih Ching
No.2 returned to service May 3. —
Lloyd's Agents. (Note: Chih Ching No.2
grounded Vunivau Reef, Suva Harbour
Mar 23, and was refloated on high tide
Mar 24.)

CHRISTIAN (Singapore)

London, Jan 7 — Following received
from Singapore Port Operations, timed
0415, UTC: Tug Christian and barge
Flora: Investigation is continuing on
the disappearance of the vessels.
Singapore Port Operations are
awaiting reports from the vessels’
owners.

CIBELES (U.K.)

London, Jan 12 — Following received
from Coastguard Stornoway MRSC,
timed 0815, UTC; Fishing Cibeles (240
gt, built 1970), ZNI1S4, 19 persons on
board, issued a distress alert at 2327,
UTC, yesterday. Alert position lat 58
18.21N, long 12 47.40W, approximately
182 nautical miles west of Lewis, at
0532, UTC. Nimrod aircraft due on
scene shortly to carry out search of
given area.

London, Jan 12 — Following received
from Coastguard Stornoway MRSC,
timed 0845, UTC: Fishing Cibeles has
been located adrift without power in lat
58 12N, long 12 32W. Vessel's local
agent is trying to arrange with vessel’s
owner for towage of the vessel, possibly
a sistership.

London, Jan 12 — A press release
from the Maritime and Coastguard
Agency, dated today, states: Fishing
Cibeles, which was reported missing
180 miles west of the Isle of Lewis, has
been located by a Nimrod aircraft. All
19 crew on the vessel have been
accounted for. The vessel's owners and
agents have organised crude oil tanker
Aegean Spirit to take the vessel in tow.
Aegean Spirit will arrive on scene at
approximately 1500 today. Winds in the
area are west-south-westerly gale force,
with very rough seas.

London, Jan 12 — A press release
from the Maritme & Coastguard
Agency, timed 1422, UTC, today, states:
The Coastguard Rescue Helicopter MU
from Stornoway is now proceeding to
fishing Cibeles 180 miles west of the
Isle of Lewis to evacuate the 19 crew.
Tanker Aegean Spirit has now arrived
at the position of the vessel and is
providing a lee to the vessel until the
arrival of the helicopter. The weather

A complete online archive covering the last 10 years of LIoyd’s Casualty Week. For further information please call +44 (0) 20 7017 4779.




has abated slightly with westerly winds
of near gale force 7 and rough seas.
Simon Riley, District Operations
Manager, Stornoway Coastguard said:
“A decision has been made to evacuate
the crew of this fishing vessel during
daylight hours as the tanker is unable
to take the vessel under tow and the
nearest vessel that would be able to
tow it, is a considerable distance from
the Cibeles. Our prime concern is for
the safety of thel9 crew.”

London, Jan 12 — Following received
from Coastguard Stornoway MRSC,
timed 1830, UTC: Ten crew taken off
fishing Cibeles by Coastguard
helicopter and airlifted to Stornoway.
Nine crew remaining on board to
connect tow with trawler Bruix, ETA
2100, UTC. Aegean Spirit standing by
casualty from 1330 hrs today, until tow
connected.

London, Jan 13 — Following received
from Coastguard Stornoway MRSC,
timed 0057, UTC: Nine crew remain on
board fishing Cibeles. Fishing Bruix
arrived on the scene at 2130, yesterday.
Crude oil tanker Aegean Spirit released
at this time. Tow was connected at
2230 and both vessels are now
underway to Killybegs.

DELVINA
(St. Vincent & Grenadines)

See “United Kingdom” under “Port
State Control.”

DIAMANT (Netherlands)

London, Jan 7 — General cargo
Diamant (998 gt, built 1985) which was
in collision with the inland waterways
tanker Monika (2217 dwt, built 1992),
on the River Rhine in dense fog on Nov
12 has been repaired at Scheepswerf
Reimerswaal in Hansweert. The vessel
had sustained severe bow damage and
also damage to its main engine and
gearbox. Today the damage repairs
have been completed and the vessel left
the floating dock in Hansweert. The
collision was on the River Rhine at km
754 near Kaiserswerth off the new
Autobahnbr cke A44. The master of the
empty inland tanker was injured and
had to be taken to a hospital. Both
vessels had heavy bow damage.

DIAMOND DREDGE FIRE, NAMIBIA

London, Jan 13 — A press report,
dated Jan 12, states: A floating dredge
and a floating treatment plant, used by
Namdeb to mine diamonds under the
sea, caught fire on Monday morning
(Jan 10). Namdeb spokesperson Ndeshi
Hangula-Shikwambi said the damage
was extensive, but the exact cost has
not yet been established. The plant is
part of the dredging operations of
Namdeb'’s Mining Area 1. The structure
remains intact and afloat. Hangula-
Shikwambi said the cause of the fire is
not known and investigations are still
underway. Rob Smart, Namdeb General
Manager, said no one was injured in
the fire and no significant
environmental damage occurred,
“thanks to the quick action of the staff
aboard who were evacuated safely to
the shore”. The dredge and floating
treatment plant is an innovative
mining method used by Namdeb as

part of a process to mine areas that are
below sea level. A dredge is used to
remove the sandy overburden, and the
diamond gravel contained in the
overburden sand is removed by a
floating treatment plant, which is
attached to the dredge by means of a
pipe and a floating walkway. The
floating plant was launched in 1997
and employs 69 people. It recovers
about 20,000 carats of diamonds a year,
less than 1% of Namdeb’s production.

DOCTOR HOOK
See Quickcat.

ELIZABETH M. (U.S.A)

London, Jan 9 — A press report, dated
today, states: Tug Elizabeth M. (303 gt,
built 1951) sank on the Ohio River
early today, Kkilling three crew
members. One person was missing and
believed to be aboard the submerged
boat. Six crew members aboard
Elizabeth M. were rescued, and two of
them were taken to a hospital, said
Thomas Llewellyn, fire chief in
Industry. The tug was headed north
pushing six barges of coal when it went
through the flood gates at the
Montgomery Dam shortly after 0230
and was apparently pushed by strong
currents against the dam, Llewellyn
said. “It was shoving out of
Montgomery lock and dam and
something happened we have no idea
and the boat went over the dam,” said
Don Grimm, president of tug owner
Campbell Transportation Co. Two other
tugs arrived to help in the rescue,
pulling four people from the water and
two from the boat, Llewellyn said. The
missing crew member was believed to
still be on the boat, which was almost
completely covered by water. Further
attempts to reach that person would
have to wait until the waters recede
somewhat. “The water is just
absolutely too high. You can’t do
anything,” Llewellyn said. Andrew
Harman, the captain of a different tow
boat who drove by to observe the
submerged vessel, said he knew a pilot
who worked on the boat but doesn’t
know what happened to the man. “The
only thing sticking out of the water
right now is the pilot house,” said
Harman. The Coast Guard was
expected to arrive later today.

ELIZABETH M. (U.S.A.)

London, Jan 10 — A tug and the six
barges of coal it was pushing sank
early today after being swept over a
dam spillway on the rain-swollen Ohio
River, killing three crew members.
Another person was missing and
believed to be aboard the sunken boat.
Three people were rescued by crews of
other tugs and taken to hospitals after
the 0230 hrs, accident. Fire crews
arriving on the scene determined that
the swift water was too dangerous to
enter, said Chuck Ward, assistant fire
chief in Industry. “The worst thing was,
you could see two people in the boat
screaming for help” over the rush of the
water, Ward said. Two of the rescued
crew members were treated at the
Medical Centre, Beaver, and released;
information was not available about

the third. Officials said they would
attempt to reach the sunken vessel
tomorrow provided that the water
levels had receded. Tug Elizabeth M.,
was pushing six coal barges north on
the river when it went through the lock
at the Montgomery Island Dam. After
it emerged on the other side, strong
currents pushed the boat back against
the dam, Industry Fire Chief Thomas
Llewellyn said. Officials believe the
barges were then pushed by the
currents into the tug, forcing it through
a gate in the dam, said Richard
Lockwood, chief of operations of the
Pittsburgh District of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. “l would say the
whole thing didn’t take five minutes
until he was through the dam,” said
John Anderson, the lockmaster. The
river normally flows at about three to
four mph, but the current was about 10
to 15 mph, today, because of recent
rains and flooding, Anderson said. Don
Grimm, president of tug owner
Campbell Transportation Co. Inc. of
Charleroi, said he didn't know exactly
what happened. “We're concerned about
the crew members and their families
right now,” he said. The tug sank in the
churning water below the dam.
Officials believe that three of the
barges sank downriver, while the other
three barges sank above the dam.
Crews from two other tugs pulled four
people from the water who had been
aboard the barges and two from the
boat, Llewellyn said. The two pulled
from the boat and one pulled from a
barge survived. The Coast Guard has
restricted traffic along five miles of the
Ohio River near the dam. There had
been no restrictions when the accident
occurred. One of the barges was partly
visible in the water, though the other
five were completely submerged.
London, Jan 11 — A press report,
dated today, states: Tug Elizabeth M.,
that sank in the Ohio River in Beaver
County trying to prevent six coal-laden
barges from going over a dam, should
have been able to do the job, officials
said yesterday. The 2200-hp Elizabeth
M., with its updated engines, had
enough power, on paper, at least, to
push the coal-laden barges through the
fierce 12 to 15 mph current and away
from the locks in Industry, Beaver
County. “That’s what it's designed to
do,” said Coast Guard Cmdr. Wyman
Briggs. “The river, though rough, was
navigable.” Instead, the old towboat
and three barges tumbled over the dam
in the early hour darkness Sunday (Jan
9) killing three crew members A fourth
crewman was either carried off in the
current or trapped in the wreckage,
officials said. Swelled and strengthened
by recent rains, the churning Ohio
made recovery efforts impossible
yesterday. The remaining three crew
survived and have been released from
local hospitals, said Peter H.
Stephaich, chief executive of Campbell
Transportation, Co., the Dunlevy,
Washington County-based operator of
the tow. US Coast Guard officials are
investigating, but had yet to interview
witnesses, including the rescued
crewmen, and had few explanations for
the accident. The Coast Guard has
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spoken with three employees working
at the lock at the time of the accident,
said Karen Auer, spokeswoman for the
US Army Corps of Engineers. Campbell
also has launched its own
investigation. Though there was a river
advisory over the weekend, Coast
Guard officials left it for towboat
companies to decide whether to take on
the currents. Many decided against it,
traffic at the locks dipped from the
norm of 15 vessels a day to four
Saturday, Montgomery lockmaster
John Anderson said. Officials believe
some crew were on the barges,
according to The Associated Press,
which could explain the pilot's actions
after the current began turning the tow
from the Ohio’s southern bank toward
the centre of the river. Coast Guard
officials said they don’'t know whether
crewmen were on the barges when the
pilot separated Elizabeth M. from the
barges, swung around in the river and
tried vainly to guide them upstream.
Elizabeth M. was built in 1951 by
Dravo Corp. on Neville Island. The
vessel had recently been updated with
new engines, new electronics and a
refurbished hull and interior,
Stephaich said. “She’s been a very, very
good boat,” Stephaich said. Brown,
foamy water swirled around the
towboat yesterday as it remained
lodged between two rows of sawtooth-
shaped concrete “icebreaker” structures
on the downstream side of the dam,
with its pilot cabin still visible. The
current, Anderson said, made any
attempt to salvage the wrecked boat
and search for the missing crewman
“out of the question.” The river at the
dam receded from 83 feet yesterday
morning to 75 feet by afternoon, but
was expected to remain high with rain
forecast for the next three days. A
recovery will be possible once the water
recedes to below 50 feet and the
current slows to its normal 2 to 3 mph,
Anderson said. Three barges remained
pinned to the upstream side of the
dam. Two others were found within a
mile of the dam downstream. A location
of the sixth barge had yet to be
confirmed. The river remained closed
for several miles around the dam while
the search continued for the last barge.
Each of the barges was carrying 1,000
tons of coal, all of which was dumped
into the river along with about 8,000
gallons of fuel. No environmental
hazards were posed by the accident,
said state Department of
Environmental Protection
spokeswoman Betsy Mallison. A
member of the American Waterways
Operators, an industry trade group
based in Arlington, Va., Campbell
boasts a strong safety record, said AWO
Vice President Anne Burns. “Safety is a
primary concern of ours,” Stephaich
said.

London, Jan 12 — A press report,
dated Jan 11, states: A survivor of the
sinking of tug Elizabeth M. on the Ohio
River criticized the captain’s actions
after two coal barges broke away in
strong cur